Introduction 3
Zorlu and Melih Esenbel; 9 Marseilles Consul Generals Bedi'i Arbel, and Mehmed Fuad Carim.
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Recent findings of contemporaneous documents from the Archives of NARA (National Archives and Records Administration), the Library of Congress, and the FDR Presidential library attest to the fact that the intervention in behalf of French Jews with Turkish origins was not the policy of the Government of Turkey at all. Rather, it was the determined undertaking of members of the Turkish diplomatic corps who acted on their own against the extant policy of their own government and that of the US and the UK. 11 These men of conscience risked their careers and often their lives finding no support among their diplomatic peers representing western countries including those in the US legation. With their deeds these diplomats risked the wrath and ire of their own government as well as Germany and Vichy France.
While Germany and Vichy France were anti-Semitic to their cores, Turkey was in the unenviable position of attempting to maintain neutrality while in dire fear of being invaded by Germany.
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For that reason and after great pressure from Germany, Ambassador Behiç Erkin was recalled to Ankara and the rate at which Jews were repatriated to Turkey was greatly diminished. Many Jews were saved by the acts of the Turkish legation in France. From March 15, 1943 through May 23, 1944 , the Turkish Embassy in Vichy and Consulates-General in Paris arranged for no fewer than eight groups of former Turkish Jews averaging roughly fifty-three persons each to be returned to Turkey and to freedom by rail in sealed wagons. 13 There was no legal basis to warrant any official action on his part, but he authorized me to inform Hitler that the deportation of these former Turkish citizens would cause a sensation in Turkey and endanger friendly relations between the two countries. This demarche succeeded in quashing the whole affair…. Memoires, p 522. "suddenly found it was far better to be a Turkish Jew than a French Jew, and they applied in large numbers to have their Turkish citizenship restored."
20
According to a Raoul Wallenberg Foundation website:
Turkish diplomats serving in France at that time dedicated many of their working hours to Jews. They provided official documents such as citizenship cards and passports to thousands of Jews and in this way they saved their lives.
Below is a story of these diplomats.
21
Behiç Erkin was the Turkish ambassador to Paris when France was under Nazi occupation. In order to prevent the Nazis from rounding up Jews, he gave them documents saying their property, houses and businesses, belonged to Turks. He saved many lives in this way.
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In a letter dated September 2, 2008, to Abdullah Gul, President of the Republic of Turkey, the Raoul Wallenberg Foundation"s Founder, Baruch Tenenbaum, stated "we are conducting an extensive research into the actions of the Turkish diplomats who were stationed in France during WWII, including Ambassador Behic Erkin, Consul Bedi"i Arbel and Vice Consul Necdet Kent, just to name a few." At the time this paper was written, that "research" was still ongoing. Following are some oral histories from Turkish Jews who were living in France and were saved by the Turkish Consuls.
Discussion

33
Lazar Russo's memories are quite vivid. "I was at the metro. They arrested me when they saw Jew written on my identity card and so they sent me to a camp. When my father realized I was missing, he went to the Turkish Consulate. The Consulate made an investigation and protested. I was liberated from the camp. The Germans told the Turkish authorities that they would take no further responsibilities for Jews who were caught. The Turkish Consulate called my father and said there were a few trains going back to Turkey. I"m remembering these…..We arrived in Turkey on the train. One woman started crying; "We are in Turkey! We are in Turkey!" Finally we understood. All the Jews….Our family…Everyone was dead. I was alive only because I have a Turkish passport." Find one way to spell this guy"s name please.
Mr. Lazzare Rousso also told about the events he had been through during those times. Stella Ventura remembered the humiliation and degradation she felt at the way they were treated. "We had this awful thing…JEW…on our identity cards." She, too, was rescued by the Turkish consulate.
Refka Kapsuto and her daughter, Saphira Kapsuto Haas, were also saved by the Turkish diplomatic corps and are living in Israel. "When my father went to the consulate he got a passport. It was the only paper we had that show [ed] we are Turkish citizens. My father had a friend in Paris who told him that "the Turkish government takes the Jews to Turkey. So if we want to go, we can go to Paris and leave with the train."" On a cold winter night he summoned a group of individuals from that list to a meeting and asked them to volunteer to assume custody of the businesses and properties that their fellow Turkish citizens were being forced to surrender and to pledge to return everything when the war finally came to an end. He dubbed them the "Turkish Custodians of the Properties of our Jewish Citizens" and presented the list of volunteers to the leadership of the Paris Turkish Jewish community for its approval. 37 Erkin then went to the Vichy authorities with the list but could not get them to agree to transfer the custody of the Jewish properties to non-Christians. Refusing to give up, he went to the German controlled Jewish Affairs Commission, a Vichy controller agency, and received permission. This victory was a testament to Erkin's tenacity.
As French leaders simply fell in line behind the wishes of their German masters, Erkin continued to forge ahead. He initiated and implemented the system by which many Jews with any connection to Turkey whatsoever, (not just Turkish citizens) and living in France were issued certificates tantamount to citizenship documents be simply reciting 10 words in Turkish. Erkin arranged for train convoys to transport them from a war zone to a neutral country, Turkey; from death to life. He also managed to push back the final deadline for the evacuation of Jewish Turks from France from January 31, 1943 to March 31.
According to Kivircik a sentence written in a communiqué Erkin sent to Ankara best reflects the voice of his conscience. "The treatment of children, women, men, mothers and fathers as though they were mere herds of animals, separating members of the same family from each other and shipping them to indeterminate destinations. Was it a coincidence that Behiç Erkin "resigned" from his posting to France on the 23 rd of
August 1943 and three days later from the Foreign Service altogether? There is no question but that Erkin was removed from the Ambassadorial post because of Ankara"s inability to withstand Germany"s pressure and the implied threat of invasion. For Turkey, angering Berlin meant more than risking the loss of lucrative exports at a time when its economy was still in shambles. There was also a real and present danger that Germany could opt to use Turkey as a route to the Caspian area oil riches in order to hit the Soviets on another front -its soft underbelly. This was indeed a real possibility, not just conjecture. Turkey"s army stood prepared. ,1940 until 1943 , Mehmed Fuad Carim, 1943 until 1945 , and Necdet Kent, 1941 .
Deportations from Marseille, January 24, 1943 46
In 1943, the Turkish Vice Consul in Marseilles, Necdet Kent, was informed by a Jewish worker at the consulate that 80 Turkish Jews had been loaded into cattle cars for immediate transport to one of the death camps. Immediately, Kent rushed to the Saint Charles train station and approached the Gestapo commander there demanding that the people being loaded onto the cars had to be released because they were "his" Turkish citizens. The official refused to comply stating that the people were nothing but Jews. Undeterred, Kent turned to the Jewish worker from the consulate who first alerted him, and said, "Come on, we're getting on this train, too." Pushing aside the soldier who attempted to block his way, Kent jumped into the wagon. The German official on duty ordered him to get off but Kent refused stating that these were his Turkish citizens and he would stay with them. Angered and frustrated by this attitude, the Gestapo officer slammed the door and locked him in the cattle car with the others. By the time the train reached the next station, nervous and solicitous German officers were waiting for Kent, hoping to diffuse a possible international incident. Embarrassed and apologetic, they wanted to escort Kent back to Marseilles and had a car waiting. Kent retorted that the mistake was not that he was on the train -but that 80 Turkish citizens were and he had no intention of leaving them. The officer in charge yielded and let all the people in the wagon leave with Kent not even bothering to check their papers to see if they were all Turks. For this act of humanity Kent was nominated for Yad Vashem"s "Righteous Gentile Award." In need of "objective evidence," the decision is still pending. Other clues to a man's character are the public stands taken by his peers.
The role of the US diplomatic corps in Vichy
In a dreadful moment in history it was argued that one only carried out unjust laws in order to weaken their severity, that the power one agreed to exercise would have done even more damage if it had been placed in the hands which were less pure. What a dreadful rationalization, which opened the door to unlimited criminality! Everyone eased his conscience, and each level of injustice found a willing executor. In such circumstances, it seems to me, innocence was murdered, with the pretext that it be strangled more gently. History has shown that the United States and Erkin had diametrically opposed positions regarding the need for saving Jews from deportation and death. What the world has learned is that the "great" powers lacked the moral rectitude that determines whether a country is indeed great or whether a man is righteous.
The British and US positions on saving Jews of Europe
The life saving immigration that never happened prior to the outbreak of WWII is one of the great shames and tragedies of the 20th century as shown by the Évian Conference of 1938 which was convened at the initiative of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in July 1938 to discuss the problem of Jewish refugees. 60 For nine days, from July 6 to July 15, delegates from thirty-two countries and twenty four volunteer organizations attending as observers, many of whom presented plans orally and in writing, met at Évian-les-Bains, France. The U.S. was unwilling to to change its immigration policies and, along with France and Britain, stated they had already done enough to help the plight of refugees. Other nations then fell in line and in terms of saving Jewish lives, the conference was a total failure. 61 The fact that the conference did not pass even one resolution condemning Germany"s treatment of its Jewish citizens was widely used as part of Nazi propaganda to further Hitler"s plans. The lack of action by the nations of the world emboldened Hitler to enlarge his assault to include all European Jewry.
Britain allowed very few Jewish immigrants to enter its domain for many reasons, some with anti-Semitic overtones, and it tightly controlled entry to Palestine so as not to offend the Arab world for they controlled the oil. We have come to the conclusion that a peaceful and secure Palestine is and must remain of the utmost importance to the British Empire and Commonwealth in achieving their strategic needs in the Middle East. [The] decision … in respect to immigration … I hold, should not be reached until we are sure whether or not mass immigration is more conducive to our imperial interests then a system of strict and close control under which each application for entry would be judged upon its intrinsic merits.
It is my own belief that the continuance of Jewish immigration to Palestine would be disastrous to our imperial interests.
H. A. MacMichael, High Commissioner for Palestine, July 1944 65
In control of Palestine Britain held the keys to the legal immigration of Jews into the country while at the same time its navy and border patrol spared no effort to block attempts at illegal entry. The following Table shows Germany. Because of anti-Semitism, isolationism, the depression and xenophobia, the immigration policy and well documented 67 State Department practices of the Roosevelt Administration made obtaining entry visas impossible for most refugees 68 especially with such "Catch 22-type" regulations in place like the "criminal record" prohibition which by definition considered those who had been released from concentration or labor camps criminals and therefore excluded them as candidates for visas. The "LPC" (likely to become a public charge) prohibition excluded many Jews since they were prohibited to take any wealth with them out of Nazi territory and would arrive destitute. Finally the "contract labor" prohibition eliminated those who did not have guaranteed job offers in America and therefore would likely become LPC. There were other rules to follow allowing for the obstruction of visas. "American consuls in Germany [were instructed] not to give visas to Germans [Jews] without passport or without permission to leave the country ... not to issue immigrant visas to anyone without evidence of a booking on a ship due to sail within four months … have the ability to pay for passage and affidavits of support from American relatives." 69 This left many Jews trapped in Germany and
German controlled territories as Hitler continued his persecution.
These discriminatory practices were due to a long standing State Department policy ultimately articulated in detail by a June 26, 1940, Internal State Department Memorandum formulated and signed by Breckinridge Long, Assistant Secretary for immigration Affairs.
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The State Department practices, the mentioned Memorandum, the fact that FDR repeatedly abetted the Holocaust by suppressing as much information about it as he could, 71 his refusal to bomb railways leading to the camps or crematoria at the camps when it could have saved hundreds of thousands of lives, 72 his delay in liberating prison camps in the Netherlands as long as possible allowing the Jews to die 73 were the motivation for a "Report to the Secretary on the Europe. In no uncertain terms the report said that FDR was "guilty not only of gross procrastination and willful failure to act, but even of willful attempts to prevent action from being taken to rescue Jews from Hitler." One of many facts in the report: "By the act of 1924, we are permitted to admit approximately 150,000 immigrants each year. During the last fiscal year only 23,725 came as immigrants. Of these only 4,705 were Jews fleeing Nazi persecution." 75 According to historians Richard Breitman and Alan M. Kraut:
In the spring of 1941, the State Department especially an eager Breckinridge Long, hurried to bolt the door it had all but closed the previous year. Once again citing the dangers of subversives among the refugees, State instructed consuls to reject applicants if they had "children, parent, spouse, brothers, or sisters" residing in the everwidening territories under Nazi domination.
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Since his boss Cordell Hull was an ineffectual aristocratic political appointee, "twentythree of the forty-two divisions in the State Department were directly under the supervision of Assistant Secretary Breckinridge Long."
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"Ultimately, the effect of the immigration policies set by Long's department was that, during American involvement in the war, 90 percent of the quota places available to immigrants from countries under German and Italian control ere never filled. If they had been, an additional 190,000 people could have escaped the atrocities being committed by the Nazis."
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In 1944 Josiah DuBois Jr. a young Department of the Treasury fresh out of law school, learned about his government"s policy of not only deterring Jewish immigration to America but of blatantly ignoring the genocide to be taking place in Europe. Disgusted, angry and appalled, he prepared a historic memorandum in which he stated that unless these policies were abolished and the Roosevelt administration began to get into the fray and help the survivors and refugees, he would take all his information to the media and expose the State Department policy of acquiescence in the murder of European Jews. After listing the details of US complicity in the Holocaust, the memo stated, "...this Government will have to share FOR ALL TIME responsibility for this extermination. 
Concluding Remarks
The Appendix of this paper provides legends, short summaries, and a few actual excerpts 86 of a sampling of additional archival documents pertinent to this matter. The various specific life-saving actions of the Turkish diplomats in France have been amply described in several published articles and in two or three books. The totality of evidence presented here justifies the conclusion that without question whatsoever Behiç Erkin and those working under his supervision in France acted on their own and that by 1944 after his resignation as ambassador, Ankara"s position on the remaining Jews of Turkish origin in France has hardened considerably, Ankara and its legations have become much more intransigent.
The grand total of all evidence justifies concluding that starting with Behic Erkin, the Ambassador and the "leader of the band," most if not all members of the Turkish legation in France ca 1939-1944 deserve to be honored with Yad Vashem"s "Righteous Gentile" Award.
These days when discussion in America turns to Turkey"s role in the Shoah, the most and often the only cited fact concerns the Struma affair. 
A public notice announcing the
Post scriptum
Two books will be cited here for the very reason that there is absolutely nothing to quote from them. Yet they are part of a genre of highly researched and well written history books on the fate of French Jewry during the Holocaust, a genre which makes no mention of a group of French Jews the members of which were liberated by the Turkish diplomatic corps in France. Significantly Jacques Adler is not the only historian of that subject who has allowed this significant part of the Shoah history to remain unreported. There are other significant episodes of Turkey"s saving Jews during the Holocaust and some in fact as a matter of government policy, 94 which have become an Anglophone historian"s blind-spot until very recently. 95 Clearly one
should not be too critical of Adler"s oversight back in 1987 as he had nothing to work with in literature published in English nor French when he was doing his research. However since he himself is a Holocaust survivor, a remnant of Parisian Jewry, the question might be raised as to whether he had no inkling, no clue whatsoever, that others in that community, as a significant grouping, were given tickets to freedom and to safety. 
